Morocco

the prickly ground of Berlin where he is still very much of
a stranger.

Berlin, igth January, 1908.

... In Morocco France's position is bad and is costing a
mint of money. If it is all turning out like this I feel sure it
is Germany's fault. It was three years ago that this hare
was started from here. Then we appeared determined to
pursue the matter vigorously to the end, now all of a sudden
the Emperor seems to detach himself from a Question which
he himself had done so much to excite, and I don't believe
he wants to hear it even mentioned any more. It was this
which made Cambon say, yesterday, that in the Emperor'6
character there was too much spontaneity, impetuosity, and
even violence, but there was also a certain shyness which
restrained him at the last minute and hindered him from
achieving something begun with quite terrifying vigour. I
think the two things can be combined when a Sovereign is
gifted with an unreflecting and fiery temperament which is
at the same time good at bottom and which makes him
anxious to help those living under his personal authority.
I've noticed he's often afraid. I ask myself where we are
going with a ruler who certainly has great qualities but whose
nature, not sufficiently fashioned for that fate which destiny
has reserved for Tiim, lacks altogether the necessary balance
for governing the nation which it has pleased God to entrust
to his hands.

Berlin, 22nd January, 1908.

On Sunday I went to the festivities in connection with
the "Orders" and Their Majesties thanked me for coming.
The Emperor doesn't look at all well and he appears a mass
of nsrves. He began by telling me it was a century since
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